SEJC 2016 ONSITE CONTEST INSTRUCTIONS

Attendance of the game is mandatory for your entry to count. Email entries from students that are either time-stamped after the deadline or are from a student not listed as in attendance will not be considered for judging. Students having difficulty with their wifi/internet access should contact their faculty advisor as soon as possible to ensure they make the deadline.

Category #3: Sportswriting

Time Allotted: none specifically; story deadline is 5 p.m. day of assignment 

Materials Provided: None

Materials Not Provided but Needed: Laptops; AP stylebook, dictionary

Prohibited Materials: None

Websites: Students are not required but are strongly encouraged to visit the following links/documents prior to attending SEJC:

	http://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/sports/college/apsu/baseball/2015/09/16/travis-janssen-named-new-apsu-baseball-coach/72337678/" http://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/sports/college/apsu/baseball/2015/09/16/travis-janssen-named-new-apsu-baseball-coach/72337678/

Exercise: Participants are asked to have a clear schedule from noon-12:30 p.m. to ensure that they will be able to fully participate. 

Contestants will walk to Raymond C. Hand Park, home of the Bat Govs, to watch pregame warmups for the team, ahead of its first game of the spring season. This is the first year of coaching for Travis Jannsen, who was named head coach in September 2015. Arrival time is no later than noon, Friday.

Contestants will have a short period to interview Jannsen during the warmup period and collect information for their stories. Contestants are encouraged to do background research about the team, upcoming season and Jannsen to formulate thoughtful questions that will improve the story produced.

Assignment: Contestants have until 4 p.m. to submit a 500-600-word story, with quotes, from their personal laptops. They will be asked to email their stories to sejc@apsu.edu by the deadline, with an assigned number (not name) on the top of the story. 

Submission: Students are asked to email the final copy of their story to sejc@apsu.edu" sejc@apsu.edu. The attached file should not include the contestant’s name, only the assigned contestant number on the top of the story. The subject line of the contestant entry should include the contest title and contestant number in the following format (001-Sportswriting). Only entries received by the assigned deadline will qualify for evaluation.

Judging criteria: Quality of lead; accuracy, including spelling of names; clarity; organization; spelling, punctuation and grammar; quality of quotes; AP style; editing for typos, word drops or similar mistakes; and adherence to deadline. 

