SEJC 2016 ONSITE CONTEST INSTRUCTIONS

Classroom attendance is mandatory for your entry to count. Email entries from students that are either time-stamped after the deadline or are from a student not listed as in attendance will not be considered for judging. 

Category #7: Op-Ed Writing

Classroom Time Allotted: Noon- 2 p.m.

Materials Provided: None

Materials Not Provided but Needed: Laptop; handwritten notes; AP stylebook, dictionary

Prohibited Materials: None

Reading Material: Students are strongly encouraged to become familiar with the College Street vision that was presented on Feb. 10 by APSU President Alisa White. This research should also include a close look at what APSU currently looks like geographically, and how the vision affects APSU’s neighbors.

More information can be found by looking at the Google street view of College Street, as well as the presentation of the vision.

http://www.theallstate.org/2016/02/16/college-town-on-college-street/" http://www.theallstate.org/2016/02/16/college-town-on-college-street/
http://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/news/education/schools/2016/02/10/apsu-reveals-vision-college-st-jenkins-wynne-property/80040504/" http://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/news/education/schools/2016/02/10/apsu-reveals-vision-college-st-jenkins-wynne-property/80040504/
http://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/news/education/schools/2016/02/10/apsu-reveals-vision-college-st-jenkins-wynne-property/80040504/" http://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/news/education/schools/2016/02/10/apsu-reveals-vision-college-st-jenkins-wynne-property/80040504/
http://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/news/local/clarksville/2015/08/31/dealership-property-bridges-apsu-downtown/71465492/" http://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/news/local/clarksville/2015/08/31/dealership-property-bridges-apsu-downtown/71465492/
http://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/news/local/clarksville/2016/02/11/johnnys-no-immediate-danger-apsus-new-vision/80192968/" http://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/news/local/clarksville/2016/02/11/johnnys-no-immediate-danger-apsus-new-vision/80192968/


Exercise: Participants are asked to have a clear schedule from noon to 2 p.m. on Friday to ensure that they will be able to fully participate. 

Assignment: Contestants have one hour to write a 500-600 word op-ed piece arguing whether the vision for College Street is appropriate or not, especially considering that existing businesses lie in the way of that vision.

Submission: Students are asked to email the final copy of their story to sejc@apsu.edu" sejc@apsu.edu. The attached file should not include the contestant’s name, only the assigned contestant number on the top of the story. The subject line of the contestant entry should include the contest title and contestant number in the following format (001-Op-Ed writing). Only entries received by the assigned deadline will qualify for evaluation.

Judging criteria: Quality of lead; overall clarity; accuracy of facts; strength and logic of argument; acknowledgment of opposing viewpoint; citation of outside sources; spelling, punctuation and grammar; AP style; and editing for typos, word drops or similar mistakes. 

