SEJC 2015 ONSITE CONTEST INSTRUCTIONS

Classroom attendance is mandatory for your entry to count. Email entries from students that are either time-stamped after the deadline or are from a student not listed as in attendance will not be considered for judging. 

Category #13: Media Ethics* (Open to Individuals or Teams, up to 4)

Classroom Time Allotted: one hour, 2-3 p.m., MUC 307 (Entries must be emailed by 3:05 p.m. deadline)

Materials Provided:  None

Materials Not Provided but Needed: Laptop, handwritten notes; AP stylebook, dictionary, SPJ Code of Ethics (accessible here), Ethical Decision-Making Worksheet for Media Professionals (accessible here)

Prohibited Materials: accessing the Internet or personal email will be grounds for disqualification.

Reading Material:  See Materials Not Provided but Needed.

Exercise: Participants are asked to have a clear schedule from 2-3 p.m. on Friday to ensure that they will be able to fully participate. 

Contestants/teams will be provided a scenario when they enter the room that they are to carefully review and discuss among team members regarding the ethical dilemma(s) involved and what course of action should be taken.

Assignment: Contestants/teams will be provided a hypothetical scenario and will be required to answer two in-depth questions. Answers should range from 250-300 words per question, but the exercise has a whole should be no more than 800 words. 

Contestants are expected to include specific codes from the SPJ Code of Ethics. Contestants are not expected to go through all the steps in the Ethical Decision Making Worksheet in their responses, but they should it as a loose guide for what ethical concepts to consider.

At or before the deadline, contestants must submit their responses, with their contest ID included in the response, to sejc@apsu.edu. Do not provide your name(s) in the document, only your ID.

Judging criteria: Strength and logic of responses; attention to core issues like credibility, fair and accurate reporting, etc.; adherence to SPJ Code of Ethics; spelling, punctuation and grammar; AP style.

