SEJC 2016 ONSITE CONTEST INSTRUCTIONS

Classroom attendance is mandatory for your entry to count. Email entries from students that are either time-stamped after the deadline or are from a student not listed as in attendance will not be considered for judging. 

Category #15: Public relations (Teams only)

Classroom Time Allotted: one hour, 1-2 p.m., MUC 307

Materials Provided: None

Materials Not Provided but Needed: Laptop, handwritten notes; AP stylebook, dictionary

Prohibited Materials: Personal laptops; accessing the Internet or personal email will be grounds for disqualification.

Reading Materials: Students are strongly encouraged to check out these websites--
http://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/news/education/schools/2016/02/10/apsu-reveals-vision-college-st-jenkins-wynne-property/80040504/
http://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/opinion/editorials/2016/02/11/our-view-apsu-vision-massive-opportunity-city-downtown-area/80197730/" http://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/opinion/editorials/2016/02/11/our-view-apsu-vision-massive-opportunity-city-downtown-area/80197730/
http://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/news/local/clarksville/2016/02/11/johnnys-no-immediate-danger-apsus-new-vision/80192968/" http://www.theleafchronicle.com/story/news/local/clarksville/2016/02/11/johnnys-no-immediate-danger-apsus-new-vision/80192968/

Exercise: Contestants/teams are encouraged to become familiar with the College Street Vision that APSU released on Feb. 10, 2016 that projects the future look of College Street and connection to downtown Clarksville. 

APSU has recently purchased the Jenkins & Wynne Ford/Honda/Lincoln/Mercury dealership that borders APSU’s main downtown campus to the south and west. Over the next several months, APSU will relocate offices, parking and other things to the 11-acre site. 

In the future, APSU hopes to acquire and expand to more locations on the south side of College Street, creating a manicured boulevard with APSU buildings on both sides of the road.

The university has stressed more than once that businesses in the path of the vision are not being taken over, and that some, like Johnny’s Big Burger will remain a piece of APSU culture.

Assignment: Students can choose any one of the three hypothetical clients: 
	APSU, attempting to grow its student population, profile and development (giving, endowments, academic programs, etc.)	
	Local hamburger/soda shop Johnny’s Big Burger, a Clarksville mainstay, who lies in a key location to the vision.
	The Downtown Clarksville Association (or the downtown Clarksville area, generally), which organizes and develops plans for the revitalization and development of Downtown Clarksville.


Once you have chosen one of these clients, your exercise within the time limit is prepare a three-part needs assessment for the client you choose. The needs assessment should include a one-paragraph statement that outlines each of the following topics:
Part 1: Formative Research 
A description and analysis of the situation, organization, and publics involved.
Part 2: Strategy
A description and analysis of goals/objectives, and plan for communication tactics and implementation actions to be taken. 
Part 3: Evaluation
A description and analysis of how the plan will be evaluated, and what possible improvement actions can be taken as a result of the analysis.

Submission: Contestants are asked to email the final copy of their needs assessment to sejc@apsu.edu no later than 2:05 p.m. The attached file should not include the contestant’s name, only the assigned contestant. The subject line of the contestant entry should include the contest title and contestant number in the following format (002-Public Relations). Only entries received by the assigned deadline will qualify for evaluation.

Judging criteria: Demonstration of understanding of appropriate target audiences; thoroughness of assessment; creativity and effectiveness of strategy; a clear and attainable goal in the assessment; effectiveness of proposed assessment and usage of data.


