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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Feb. 16

Walk of Champions

UM Museum

The Grove

Vaught-Hemingway Stadium

The Square

Sign up for: DOUBLE DECKER
GUIDED TOURS OF OXFORD.
TOUR LASTS ONE HOUR.
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Welcome to 2017 SEJC at
the University of Mississippi
We are happy to host you in Oxford this year. Our theme – Spotlight on
Storytelling: Watchdog Journalism in a Mobile World – was chosen many
months ago. But it has become especially timely in the aftermath of the
2016 presidential campaign and election. We are pleased that our outstanding lineup of speakers and panelists will engage you in discussions
about some of the most pressing issues facing journalists, our nation and
our world. At our best, we are truth seekers.
In addition to workshops led by our diverse lineup of speakers, we have
fun and challenging assignments for students participating in the on-site
competitions. Oxford is a vibrant college town, renowned as a literary
mecca and famous for its food, music and tailgating. We know you will
enjoy your time here.
Hotty Toddy.

Pat r i ci a Th o m p so n

A ssistan t Dean , S tu d en t M e d i a
2017 SEJC President

S t u d en t Med i a Ce nte r
C lass o f 2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 7

Clara Tur na ge
E d i tor-in-Chief, The Daily Mississippian

2017 SEJC Student President
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Thursday, Feb. 16

Friday, Feb. 17

Registration

11 other onsite competitions will be held
during the day on Friday

Meek School of Journalism & New
Media
Time: 4 p.m.-9 p.m.
Location: Farley Hall

Registration

opens at 7:30 a.m.
Meek School of Journalism & New Media
Location: Farley Hall

Onsite Competitions for:

Welcome

Arts & Entertainment Writing and
News/Feature Photo: Leave at 5 p.m.

8:15 a.m.
Welcome to Ole Miss
H. Will Norton, Dean, Meek School
of Journalism & New Media
Location: Farley Hall Auditorium, Room 202

from Farley Hall or meet at 5:30 p.m. at The
Lyric theater

Sports Writing and Sports Photo: Leave
at 7 p.m. from Farley Hall or meet at 7:30
p.m. at The Pavilion

Using Social Media as a Powerful
Reporting Tool
Presenter: Presenter: Daniel Victor, New York
Times reporter, former social media editor
When we think about social media, we often think
about generating traffic — but we ought to think
just as much about how much social media can
improve our reporting. Daniel Victor will discuss
the many ways that you can harness the power
of readers to tell better stories and find untold
stories.
Time: 9 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Location: Overby Center Auditorium

INTRODUCTION TO DRONE JOURNALISM

What does it take to fly a drone for
journalism? Explore the regulations,
ethics, and basic drone operations and
techniques. Ji Hoon Heo will discuss
the many ways you can enhance the
story using aerial images.We will
schedule two sessions, with a maximum 25 students in each session.
Sign-up sheets will be at the SEJC
registration desk on Friday morning.

Spotlight on Storytelling

Getting a TV Job
Presenter: Matt Miller, Talent Acquisition
Leader, E.W. Scripps Co.
A former TV news director, now a national
recruiter, tells you how to prepare, interview,
build a good resume and resume reel, build
LinkedIn, Twitter and Facebook profiles, and
more.
Time: 9a.m.-10a.m.
Location: Overby Center Conference Room,
Room 249
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, Feb. 17
Writing About Race: From
Journalism to Historical NonFiction to Superheroes

Presenter: Jesse Holland, Associated Press
race and ethnicity reporter; author
Holland is a journalist and the author of books
on wide-ranging topics, from historical non-fiction about slavery to young adult fiction about
superheroes. Join him in a conversation about
his passion for journalism and history, his new
book, and his eclectic career.
Time: 10:45 a.m.- noon
Location: Overby Center Conference Room, 249

Going Google: Free Tools for
Better Stories

Presenter: Deb Wenger, associate professor,
Google News Lab trainer
This session offers an overview of the Google
News Lab suite of tools - all designed to help
journalists research, report and visualize stories.
From using Google Trends for story idea generation to getting hands-on with geo-tools that
will help you create content that engages your
viewers, this presentation shows you how Google
News Lab can help you find, verify and present
more compelling content.
Time: 10:45 a.m.- noon
Location: Overby Center Auditorium

Authentic Engagement Through
Photojournalism
Presenter: Mikki Harris, multimedia journalist
and educator
Learn how to rely on effective engagement of
people, rather than camera skills, to make strong
visual stories locally, nationally and globally. Discussion will include exercises that challenge people to understand self, go beyond stereotypes,
and authentically engage people.
Time: 10:45 a.m.- noon
Location: Farley 121
Spotlight on Storytelling

A Day in the Life of A Multimedia
Sports Journalist

Panelists: David Brandt, AP sports reporter;
Aaron Dodson, The Undefeated; Michael Wallace, Grind City Media
What’s a day like working for The Undefeated,
ESPN’s platform for exploring the intersections
of race, sports and culture? How does a wire
service sports reporter deal with rabid fans in
every SEC city? What are the challenges of being a multimedia sports journalist? These questions and more will be answered in this session.
Time: 11 a.m.- noon
Location: Farley Auditorium, Room 202

JOB FAIR
1-5 p.m. in the Overby Center
Conference Room
Advisers Business Meeting
Time: 12:15-1 p.m.
Location: Overby Conference Room

Panel: Assault on the Media
Moderator: Bill Rose, Overby Fellow
Panelists: Ronnie Agnew, executive director of
Mississippi Public Broadcasting; Jerry Mitchell, investigative reporter at the Clarion-Ledger; editorial cartoonist Marshall Ramsey;
Kate Royals, education reporter for Mississippi
Today
Four prominent Mississippi journalists talk
about a growing hostility toward the press,
and working as a journalist in the Reddest of
states.
Time: 1:30p.m.-2:30 p.m
Location: Overby Center Auditorium
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, Feb. 17

Whatever happened to standards
and ethics?

Panel: Navigating an Internship,
Turning It Into a Job

Presenter: Greg Brock, New York Times
senior editor for standards
Who is considered a journalist these days? What
is journalism, anyway – reporting facts or reporting rumors? Should journalism on social media
be impartial or partisan? Is there a way to combat “fake news”? Does the new president hate
– or actually love – “the failing @nytimes”? Ask
away.
Time: 9:30 a.m.- 10:15 a.m.

Panelists: Aaron Dodson, assistant editor, The
Undefeated; Alex Harris, producer/reporter,
Miami Herald.
Time: 3p.m.-4p.m.
Location: Overby Center Auditorium

Student Media Struggle To Keep
First Amendment Rights

Data Journalism: Introduction
to Python and Computational
Journalism

Presenter: Frank LoMonte, attorney and executive director of the Student Press Law Center
How can you get information about campus
safety issues?
How far can a university go in restraining its
students from speaking, or
punishing them after the fact for what they say?
The law is evolving and riddled with uncertainty.
Getting the full benefit of the law starts with
knowing your rights and knowing how to
educate your campus. This will be a Skype
Q&A with LoMonte. He will update you on the
latest campus and student media legal issues,
and answer your questions.
Time: 3:15-4:15
Location: Farley 125

Presenters: Naeemul Hassan, UM assistant
professor of computer and information science,
and Ji Hoon Heo, UM multimedia journalism
instructor
This session offers an introduction to computatonal journalism and data visualization using
Python programming language. Learn how to
access and manipulate data to add compelling
visuals to your story. Personal computers are
required for this workshop.
This will be a hands-on session, with a capacity
of 50 people. Sign up at the SEJC registration
desk on Friday.
Time: 10:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m.

Best of the South Awards Banquet
Keynote Speaker: Jerry Mitchell
Time: 6:15 p.m.
location: Oxford Conference Center

What You Should Be Doing NOW To
Land A Good Job

Moderator: Cynthia Joyce, UM assistant
professor of journalism
Panelists: Aaron Dodson, assistant editor, The Undefeated; Adam Ganucheau, reporter, Mississippi
Today; Alex Harris, producer/reporter, Miami Herald; Alex McDaniel, editor, Oxford Eagle
Time: 11:30a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 18
All Saturday events are at the Oxford Conference
Center.

JOB FAIR
Oxford Conference Center
9 a.m.-noon

Spotlight on Storytelling

On-Sites Competitions Awards Luncheon
12:45 p.m
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SPEAKERS

IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Best of the South Awards Banquet Keynote Speaker
JERRY MITCHELL is an investigative reporter for the
Clarion-Ledger, a Pulitzer Prize finalist and MacArthur genius
grant winner. His work ensured that unpunished murders
from the civil rights era were finally prosecuted, and helped
put four killers behind bars. Mitchell is currently writing a
memoir about his investigations into the civil rights cold cases. In addition, Mitchell has published a broad range of articles on such subjects as racial reconciliation in the South,
judicial bribes and chicanery in Mississippi, corruption in
the state corrections system, and a series on his own family’s battle against a rare genetic ailment. Mitchell has received more than 30 national awards. He received a B.A. from
Harding University and an M.A. from Ohio State University.
RONNIE AGNEW is executive director of Mississippi Public Broadcasting, where
he has oversight of radio and television programming and the agency’s legislative, education and digital initiatives. He was awarded the 2016 National Advocacy Award by America’s Public Television Stations for his efforts in furthering public television’s legislative goals and marshaling grassroots support
for public broadcasting. Before joining MPB in 2011, Agnew served as executive editor of The Clarion-Ledger, among Gannett’s most decorated newspapers
nationally for its coverage of civil rights issues. Agnew, a University of Mississippi journalism graduate, is advisory board chairman for the journalism program at Jackson State University. He is on the journalism advisory boards for
the University of Southern Mississippi and the Meek School of Journalism
and New Media at Ole Miss, and he taught journalism at Belhaven University.
DAVID BRANDT is a sports reporter for The Associated Press. He has covered
sports in Mississippi for more than a decade, first with The Clarion-Ledger and for
the past six years with The Associated Press. His main area of expertise is Southeastern Conference football, basketball and baseball, but he’s also covered the
NFL, NBA and the PGA Tour.
GREG BROCK is senior editor for standards for The New York Times. Previously, he
was the Times’ Washington news editor, overseeing day-to-day coverage of the White
House, Congress and the federal government, and as deputy political editor/national. Before joining the Times in 1995, Brock was an editor at The Washington Post
and the Charlotte Observer. He was a Nieman Fellow at Harvard University, and still
serves on the Nieman Foundation Advisory Board. He is also active in the Campus
Newspaper Program, traveling to universities as a consultant and resource for campus publications on behalf of The New York Times. Brock is a journalism graduate of
the University of Mississippi, and was managing editor of The DailyMississippian.
Spotlight on Storytelling
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LAYNE BRUCE is executive director of the Mississippi Press Association. He joined
MPA in 2006 as director of marketing and was named executive director in 2007.
He began his career in the production department of his hometown newspaper,
the Daily Times Leader in West Point, Mississippi. He later served as a reporter
for the Starkville Daily News, publisher of The Star-Herald in Kosciusko and as
editor and general manager of the Glasgow (KY) Daily Times. He oversees management of MPA, Mississippi Press Services and the MPA Education Foundation.
AARON DODSON is assistant editor of The Undefeated, ESPN’s premier platform
for exploring the intersections of race, sports and culture, based in Washington,
D.C. He is a graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where
he worked for four years at The Daily Tar Heel as a sports reporter and copy editor. He had sports internships at The Baltimore Sun and The Washington Post.
ADAM GANUCHEAU is a reporter covering state government issues for Mississippi Today, a nonpartisan news service that covers state and local government
affairs and community issues including education, health, economic development, poverty, race and social culture. He previously worked as a staff reporter
for The Clarion-Ledger and The Birmingham News/AL.com, and he had internships at the Daily Journal in Tupelo and USA Today in Washington, D.C. Ganucheau, a 2014 graduate of the Meek School of Journalism & New Media at the
University of Mississippi, was editor in chief of The Daily Mississippian. He
won several awards in the annual SEJC contests, including first-place awards.
ALEX HARRIS is a breaking news reporter at the Miami Herald. Her multimedia coverage includes the Pulse shooting in Orlando, the spread of Zika in Miami and the sinking of the El Faro in Hurricane Joaquin. She graduated from
the University of Florida, where her reporting on the Pedro Bravo murder trial for the independent student paper won her an SPJ Mark of Excellence award.
MIKKI HARRIS is a multimedia journalist and educator with special interest in documentary photography. As assistant professor of journalism at the University of Mississippi, she was photojournalism and multimedia faculty leader on several national
award-winning projects. She was a Visual Journalism Fellow at the Poynter Institute,
a photojournalist at the Atlanta Journal Constitution, and a new media instructor
at Morehouse College. Her images have been featured in national publications and
at The Studio Museum in New York. She worked as a technology consultant for
Accenture, a global information technology firm. She has a degree in economics
from Spelman College and a master’s degree in journalism from Boston University.
NAEEMUL HASSAN is an assistant professor in the computer and information
science department at the University of Mississippi. He has interests in research
areas related to big data and data science, including database and data mining.
His current research projects are related to computational journalism, natural
language processing and social sensing. His works have won several awards. He
has a Ph.D. in computer science from the University of Texas at Arlington. Before
that, he worked as a lecturer at Daffodil International University after receiving his
bachelor of science degree at Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology. This semester, he is teaching a new UM course called computational journalism, designed to teach application of big data and data science in journalism
and reporting, and to explore journalism and reporting-focused open source tools.
Spotlight on Storytelling
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JI HOON HEO is a multimedia journalism instructor at the University of Mississippi
and an entrepreneur operating a startup digital agency. He teaches courses in digital media innovation and xxx. He was an intern for the National Press Foundation in
Washington, D.C., and Ole Miss Sports Productions. He has a degree in convergent
media from Morehead State University and a master’s degree from Ole Miss. During
his graduate studies, he won awards from the Mississippi Associated Press Broadcasters and the Society of Professional Journalists. He is an FAA certified drone pilot.

JESSE HOLLAND is the Race & Ethnicity reporter for The Associated Press, responsible for coverage and analysis of U.S. minority and ethnic groups for the world’s
largest news organization. A former AP Supreme Court, White House and Congressional reporter, Jesse has been named by TheRoot.com as one of the 100 Most
Influential African Americans. He is the author of the new book, The Invisibles: The
Untold Story of African American Slaves In the White House. His book Black Men
Built The Capitol: Discovering African American History In and Around Washington,
D.C., was published in 2007. And he wrote this year’s Star Wars young adult book,
Star Wars: The Force Awakens – Finn’s Story and is writing the upcoming Marvel Studios prequel adult novel, The Black Panther, to be released this year. Holland served
as Distinguished Visiting Professor of Ethics in Journalism at the University of Arkansas in fall 2016. He graduated from the University of Mississippi with a liberal
arts degree in journalism and English – and was Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Mississippian. He has a master’s in fine arts in creative nonfiction from Goucher College.

CYNTHIA JOYCE is an assistant professor in the Meek School of Journalism &
New Media. Previously she was a writer, editor and web producer for more than 15
years, and she has contributed to several regional and national publications, including The Washington Post, Newsday, NPR.org, Entertainment Weekly, and MSNBC.
com, where she was a senior producer from 2007-2011. She also worked as a producer for Nola.com, and as arts and entertainment editor at Salon. She has a BA
from Duke University, and a master’s in journalism from Northwestern University.

FRANK LOMONTE is executive director of the Student Press Law Center, a nonprofit corporation that is the nation’s only legal assistance agency devoted exclusively to student First Amendment rights and open government on campuses. It
provides free legal advice and information to high school and college student journalists. LoMonte joined the SPLC in 2008 after practicing law with Atlanta-based
Sutherland LLP and clerking for federal judges on the Northern District of Georgia and the Eleventh Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals. Before law school, LoMonte
was an investigative journalist and political columnist for daily newspapers in Florida and Georgia. He is a graduate of the University of Georgia School of Law,
where he was a senior editor of the Georgia Law Review. His articles about the
First Amendment and media-law topics have been widely published in Education
Week, The Chronicle of Higher Education, the American University Law Review, the
University of North Carolina First Amendment Law Review, and many other outlets.

Spotlight on Storytelling
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ALEX MCDANIEL is editor of the Oxford Eagle and Oxford magazine. Before she
took her current position in 2016, she worked for Alabama Media Group as a feature
writer, SEC sports reporter, video personality and audience strategist for AL.com in
Birmingham, where she also was managing editor of Birmingham Magazine. Previously, McDaniel was social media coordinator at the Clarion-Ledger, http://www.
clarionledger.com/where she developed the brand’s initial social media strategy,
specializing in audience engagement. She was also a news, lifestyles and sports
writer, earning statewide, regional and national honors for her work. The Huffington
Post named her a Rising Star in Social Journalism in 2013. She got her start in New
York at Parade magazine, where she managed the brand’s social media presence.
McDaniel is a 2010 graduate of the Meek School of Journalism & New Media at the
University of Mississippi. She was editor in chief of The Daily Mississippian, editor
in chief of The Ole Miss yearbook, and an anchor for NewsWatch, Ole Miss’ daily
live news broadcast. She is a former first-place SEJC College Journalist of the Year.
MATT MILLER is Talent Acquisition Leader for the E.W. Scripps Co.,
which owns 33 television stations and 34 radio stations in 17 states. Previously,
Miller was a news director, senior executive producer and anchor at television stations in New York, Ohio, South Carolina, Kentucky and Georgia. He has degrees in
electronic media and drama/theater arts.
WILL NORTON JR.is dean of the Meek School of Journalism & New Media. Previously, he was dean of the College of Communications at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He has been a visiting lecturer at Addis Ababa University in Ethiopia
and Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University in South Africa, and a board member
of the Kosovo Institute of Journalism and Communication. He has served as president of the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication and
as president of the Association of Schools of Journalism and Mass Communications, vice president of the Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and
Mass Communications and chair of the Accrediting Committee of ACEJMC. He has
made more than 90 campus visits as a consultant, member or chair of site teams
of ACEJMC or as a state board program evaluator. He has a BA from Wheaton
College, an MA from Indiana University and a Ph.D. from the University of Iowa.
He is a trustee of the Freedom Forum, the Diversity Institute and the Newseum.
MARSHALL RAMSEY is a Pulitzer finalist for editorial cartoons, a radio host and
author of short stories. He spent 20 years as a cartoonist for the Clarion-Ledger,
and his editorial cartoons are syndicated nationally and have appeared in The New
York Times and USA Today. He is the author of several books, including two cartoon
collections, the short story collection Fried Chicken and Wine, and the children’s
book Banjo’s Dream. His weekly statewide radio program, Now You’re Talking with
Marshall Ramsey, airs on Mississippi Public Broadcasting. Diagnosed with malignant melanoma in 2001, Ramsey actively promotes skin cancer awareness and
sun safety, and has been honored by the Melanoma Research Foundation and the
American Cancer Society for paying his survival forward. Ramsey is a Georgia native and a graduate of the University of Tennessee, where he was cartoonist for the
student newspaper. His first editorial cartoon appeared when he was cartoonist
for his high school newspaper; his cartoon of the school librarian holding a machine gun and challenging students for their pass to get into the library landed
him in the principal’s office, but it also led to better library access for students.

Spotlight on Storytelling
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BILL ROSE is Senior Overby Fellow for the Overby Center for Southern Journalism and Politics and a graduate of the University of Mississippi. He joined the
journalism faculty at Ole Miss after a 40-year career as a professional journalist, most of it at The Miami Herald. As a reporter, he covered city and county
government and the governor’s race before going to Atlanta to cover the South.
When he returned to the Miami newsroom, he served in a number of editing roles, including national editor and editor of Tropic magazine. He left the
Herald to become managing editor of The Palm Beach Post. Rose started his
career as a reporter for the Delta-Democrat Times in Greenville, Mississippi. At Ole Miss, he runs The Delta Project, a course in which students report
on poverty in the Delta and produce depth reports documenting their findings.
KATE ROYALS is a reporter for Mississippi Today, a nonpartisan news service
that covers state and local government affairs and community issues. She previously worked as a reporter for the Clarion-Ledger covering education and state
government. She has won awards for her investigative work, including stories
about the state’s campaign finance laws and prison system. She was a news
producer at MassLive in Springfield, Massachusetts. She has a bachelor’s degree in English from Millsap College and a master’s degree in communications
from Louisiana State University’s Manship School of Mass Communications.
DANIEL VICTOR is a senior staff editor at The New York Times, where he spent
his first two years as a social media editor. He now reports for the Times’ Express
Team, a breaking-news desk covering news readers are searching for and talking
about online. Victor is a frequent speaker at Associated Press Media Editors’ NewsTrain conferences. Before joining the Times in 2012, he ran social media and
crowdsourcing for ProPublica, a nonprofit newsroom for investigative journalism,
and he launched a hyperlocal site for Philly.com and The Philadelphia Inquirer. He
was a community host for TBD, a website/TV station that covered local news and
sports in Washington. He began his career with four years as a reporter for The
(Harrisburg, Pennsylvania) Patriot-News. He is a graduate of Penn State University.
MICHAEL WALLACE is senior editor and contributor for Grind City Media, where
he provides columns, commentary and news reporting and also serves as a
broadcast analyst on the Grizzles LIVE! pre-game and post-game shows. He is
a rotating member of the Grizzlies’ radio broadcast team. Prior to joining the
Grizzlies, Wallace spent six years as an NBA reporter with ESPN and contributed to ESPN.com’s ‘Heat Index,’ a groundbreaking digital media site that chronicled LeBron James’ four seasons with the Miami Heat. He was a regular co-host
on ESPN Radio’s national weekend show lineup and a daily co-host on ESPN’s
radio affiliate in Miami. He also worked as a writer and columnist for the Tallahassee Democrat and The Clarion-Ledger. He is a graduate of Grambling State
University, and is pursuing a master’s degree in new media communications.
DEBORA WENGER is associate professor and director of undergraduate studies in journalism at the University of Mississippi. Prior to her academic appointments, Wenger was assistant news director at WFLA-TV in Tampa, Florida, and a journalism faculty member at Virginia Commonwealth University.
Wenger conducts multimedia training in newsrooms around the country and
is coauthor of the broadcast, online and multimedia journalism curricula for
the Society of Professional Journalists’ Newsroom Training Program. She is
part of Google News Lab’s U.S. training team. Wenger has degrees from xx,
and Kingston University in London. In January, she was named by Crain Communications’ NewsPro as one of the Top 10 journalism educators in the nation.
Spotlight on Storytelling
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SPECIAL THANKS
In addition to thanking our speakers,
panelists and job fair recruiters, we would
like to express gratitude to the following for
their help with SEJC 2017:

2017 Onsite Competition
Categories

Joe Abide
Grace Baird
Robert Buckman
Anna Burton
Jason Cain
Nancy Dupont
Scott Fiene
Roy Frostenson
Vanessa Gregory
Paula Hurdle
Amy Jones
Ellen Kellum
Chinonyeranyi Kelu
Jack Lawton
Frances McDavid
Steven Miller
Joe Mirando
Charlie Mitchell

Sports Writing

Amber Narro
LaReeca Rucker
Darren Sanefski
Kenneth Sessions
Robin Street
Callie Wallace
Kathleen Wickham
Mary Ruth Womble
Mississippi Press Association
Student Media Center students
University of Mississippi
Association of Black Journalists
Oxford Conference Center
Thacker Mountain Radio
Oxford Film Festival
University of Mississippi Athletics Department
Patricia Thompson, SEJC president
Clara Turnage, SEJC Student President

News Writing

Feature Writing
Arts & Entertainment Writing
Op-Ed Writing
Copy Editing

Design/Layout

Photography/News-Features
Photography/Sports
Radio Reporting
TV Reporting

TV Anchoring

Public Relations
Current Events

Media History/Law/Ethics

SEJC States:
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee

Spotlight on Storytelling
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