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Welcome to SEJC 2020
Welcome to Southeast Journalism Conference 2020 and to the
University of Southern Mississippi. We are pleased that you chose
to spend your weekend with us to enhance your journalism education hearing from the professionals assembled and competing in
the on-site competition. We’ve been working hard to put together a
wonderful program that has something for every kind of journalism
pursuit.
As you already know, journalism is far less fractioned than it was
just a decade ago. Convergence in professional newsrooms has led
to convergence in the classroom and curriculums. We’ve tried to reinforce that at SEJC 2020 by bringing you a diverse mix of seasoned
professionals who have excelled at their craft.
Friday evening’s keynote speaker has won two Pulitzer Prizes, but
won’t talk about those experiences. Ted Jackson will instead challenge you to find meaning, value and purpose in your life through
telling the stories of others. Our other keynote speaker, Pulitzer
winner Cathy Straight, will tell you how CNN writes for its web
audience and will also talk about what CNN professionals seek in
a young journalist. We will have sessions about sports journalism,
public relations, web engagement, social media, podcasting, photojournalism, data journalism and everything in between. It’s up to
you to find your vision.
That bring me to the theme for this year’s conference. Our student
journalists worked on this for weeks, kicking around ideas and
came up with, “Our Vision, Their Voice.”
“Our Vision” means your future life as a storyteller, a miner of truth
and a pursuer of courage. The students, advisers and professors at
this conference share in the collective “Our.”
“Their Voice,” eludes to the people who are not at this conference.
These are the folks who need their stories told to the world. As the
great editor Howard Chapnick said of the work of great journalists,
“They give voice to the voiceless, power to the powerless, and help
to the helpless.”
That’s your challenge this weekend. Find your vision and amplify
their voice.
Chuck Cook, President SEJC 2020

WHERE TO PARK FOR SEJC

Parking Lots
Parking Garage
Conference Buildings

REGISTRATION PICK-UP, 2 - 8 P.M.

Curb service from the front porch College Hall, on the corner of
Memorial Drive and Southern Miss Drive to left of the “Dome” in
the front of campus off Hardy Street.

PAUL LINDEN AND THE ICEMEN
W/MASSIVE J AND BATTLE CAT

6:30 P.M.

SEJC attendees may attend a free concert by Paul Linden and the
Icemen (bring your SEJC badge). Linden previously performed
with Bo Diddley, BB King, Jerry McCain, Tad Robinson, and Susan
Tedeschi. Paul Linden and the Icemen play Chicago blues and
Americana R&B. Linden is also an associate professor in the USM
School of Communication where he teaches in the recording
industry sequence. Following the concert by Paul Linden and the
Icemen, comedic improv hip hop duo Massive J and Battle Cat will
take the stage and rock the house until 10 p.m.

Brewsky’s, 3818 W 4th St, Hattiesburg, MS 39401 (This is
an 18+ show, guests over 21 may purchase adult beverages.
Food is also available for purchase)

REGISTRATION 8 A.M. - NOON

Second floor, Thad Cochran Center

Welcome to SEJC
8:30 am, Thad Cochran Center, Joe Paul Student Theater,
Thad Cochran Center third floor
Rodney D. Bennett, Southern Miss President
Chuck Cook, SEJC President
Alyssa Bass, SEJC Student President

WAIT A MINUTE, IS THIS NEWS REAL OR FAKE?
Dorren Robinson, Belmont University
9:00 am-10:00 am, Thad Cochran Center 218
In an age where anyone can publish anything on the internet, it is
becoming more difficult to tell what’s real and what’s not. With the
2020 presidential election looming, much of the American voting
public will get information from the web. Will it be real? How can
you spot a deep fake? Is a shallow fake worse? This session will
give examples on what fake news is and isn’t and give you tools to
be more discerning.

GRAD SCHOOL - IS A MASTER’S DEGREE IN
YOUR FUTURE?

Joe Mirando, Southeastern Louisiana University
Kathryn Anthony, University of Southern Mississippi
9:00 am-10:00 am, Thad Cochran Center 216
Instead of jumping right into a job search right after graduation,
should journalism and communication students first consider
a master’s degree in journalism, communication or some other
field? Two longtime master’s program coordinators will discuss
these and other issues involving the realities of going to graduate
school.

SO YOU WANT TO WIN A SPORTS EMMY...
Rick Mickler, ESPN
9:00 am-10:00 am, Thad Cochran
Center 214
Mickler is a New Orleans based producer and photographer for ESPN.
His work as an associate producer
with College Gameday garnered
Emmy awards in 2010 and 2011. He
will talk about the process and all the
hard work involved in putting together a weekly show such as College
Gameday or covering the NFL, the
NBA or NCAA teams. And he will bring
an Emmy that you can pose with.

COVER THE ARTS LIKE YOUR LIFE DEPENDS ON IT

Doug MacCash, The New Orleans Advocate/The Times-Picayune
10:15 am-11:15 am, Thad Cochran Center 214
What’s it like to have to cover the music, art and entertainment scene
in the most dynamic city in the South, maybe the entire country?
Doug MacCash is a veteran reporter in New Orleans who dives into
the wacky, sophisticated, crude, traditional and colorful culture which
brought us Mardi Gras, Jazz and Bourbon Street, along with Big
Freedia, Trombone Shorty and Ignatius J. Reilly. MacCash reaches his
audience with print and web stories, along with a strong presence on
every social media platform. MacCash also shares in the Times-Picayune Pulitzer Prizes for Breaking News Reporting and Public Service
for reporting on the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

ANATOMY OF A PULITZER PROJECT

Jeff Adelson, The New Orleans Advocate/The Times-Picayune
10:15 am-11:15 am, Thad Cochran Center 216
Jeff Adelson was part of a team that reported and wrote a series of
stories that won the 2019 Pulitzer Prize for Local Reporting. The series
showed a damning portrayal of the state’s discriminatory conviction
system, including a Jim Crow-era law that enabled Louisiana courts to
send defendants to jail without jury consensus on the accused’s guilt.
Adelson dove into the numbers, reviewing 3,000 felony trials from six
years, the verdicts and the make-ups of the juries. The results formed
the backbone of the stories. Adelson will talk about the process of
identifying and pursuing topics for investigations and the use of data
and statistics in modern journalism stories.

PUBLIC RELATIONS IN A TIME OF FEWER
JOURNALISTS

James Coll, University of Southern Mississippi
Lici Beveridge, Hattiesburg American
Galean Stewart, WDAM-TV
Breanna Gaubert, Forrest General Hospital
10:15 am-11:15 am, Thad Cochran Center 218
At this panel discussion of two journalists and two public relations
specialists, we will look at how public relations fills the void left
by shrinking staffs of local newspapers and television stations.
PR people now have the task of providing content in the form of
copy, video and photographs that were once produced by local
journalists for their media outlets. Is this good or bad for the
community served by the news organizations or is it simply the
new norm?

TIPS ON GETTING A JOB IN THE MEDIA
BUSINESS

Teresa Collier, Mississippi Public Broadcasting
11:30 am-12:30 pm, Thad Cochran Center 218
You’ve probably given some thought to your future after college
and getting a media job is at the top of the list. Teresa Collier is
in charge of management, development and execution of news
content through the television and radio networks of Mississippi
Public Broadcasting. In this session, she will shed some light on
what skills, experience and knowledge graduates need as they
head to the job market.

KEY TO SUCESS: CONNECTING TO THE COMMUNITY
Lauchlin Fields and Elizabeth Hambuchen, Mississippi Today
11:30 pm-12:30 am, Thad Cochran Center 218
Utilizing a reader-focused strategy for audience development,
Mississippi Today experienced significant growth in 2019 — a more
than 130% increase in readers and page views over the previous
year. Spearheaded by a cross-departmental team of marketers, reporters and data experts, the Mississippi Today Engagement Team
developed a 10-point approach to guide strategic dissemination
of traditional reporting, special projects and multimedia packages. Mississippi Today’s web and engagement editor Lauchlin Fields
and membership and marketing director Elizabeth Hambuchen will
present Mississippi Today’s innovative 10-point approach to audience engagement and show how it has boosted the organization’s
growth and reader loyalty.

NAVIGATING THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE OF
BROADCAST NEWS
Galean Stewart, WDAM-TV
11:30:00 am-12:30 pm, Thad Cochran Center 216
Television news professionals are changed the way they produce
and distribute their content. Galean Stewart, news director for
WDAM-TV, will talk about what the future holds in television news
and how can students best prepare for this environment that demands the use of websites and social media.

LUNCH BREAK

12:30 pm - 2:00 pm
See page 2 for on-campus dining suggestions.

ADVISER BUSINESS MEETING AND LUNCHEON
Student Union Room G, upstairs

WHEELING AND DEALING WITH SPORTS
INFORMATION DIRECTORS

John Sudsbury, Allstate Sugar Bowl
Rick Cleveland, Mississippi Today
2:00 pm-3:00pm, Thad Cochran Center 216
Sudsbury was a sports information director who is now director of
media relations for the Allstate Sugar Bowl where he coordinates
media between the teams and news organizations. Cleveland is
one of the best known sports writers in Mississippi and the former
Clarion-Ledger sports editor whose father was the sports information director at Southern Miss for many years. They bring a
unique perspective to a discussion about how to deal with school
sports information people and sports journalists.

PODCASTING IN THE DEEP SOUTH

Justin Mitchell, McClatchy publishing
2:00 am-3:00pm, Thad Cochran Center Grand Ballroom
Mitchell reports on LGBTQ issues in the Deep South, particularly
focusing on Mississippi. With his podcast, “Out Here in America,”
Mitchell shares stories of military veterans, church leaders, celebrities and others about their LGBTQ experiences in small-town
America. Mitchell plays an important role in reaching parts of
thecommunity that are underserved and often under-voiced. He
is the Southeast Growth Editor for McClatchy publishing which includes the Biloxi (Miss.) Sun Herald, the Columbus (Ga.) Ledger-Enquirer and the Macon (Ga.) Telegraph.

BEING A PHOTOJOURNALIST IN CONTENT RICH
MISSISSIPPI

Eric Shelton, Mississippi Today and Report for America
3:15 - 4:15 pm, Thad Cochran Center 216
Shelton will talk about his experiences as a photojournalist working
for Report for America while also working for Mississippi Today. A
native of Columbia, Mississippi, he interned with the Associated Press
in 2009 and later worked as a staff photographer for the Texarkana
(Arkansas) Gazette and the Natchez Democrat. He was a multimedia
journalist for Abilene (Texas) Reporter-News, chief photographer for
the Hattiesburg American and photo editor for the Killeen (Texas)
Daily Herald.

8 ROCK-SOLID CONVERSATIONAL WRITING TIPS

Cathy Straight, CNN Digital
3:15 - 4:15 pm, Thad Cochran Center Grand Ballroom
Writing like a boring news bot is a hard habit to break. This lively,
hands-on session with the executive editor of CNN Digital national news will lay out eight ways to instantly make your news writing
clear, concise and conversational. Straight will teach you how to avoid
jargon and break free from the other common writing mistakes we
make when trying to write like a journalist. You will leave with concrete ways to improve the very next news story you write.

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm, Thad Cochran Center Grand Ballroom

BEST OF THE SOUTH AWARDS BANQUET

KEYNOTE ADDRESS:

ARE YOU READY FOR YOUR FUTURE?

Ted Jackson, photojournalist and writer
Where do you hope to find meaning, value and purpose in your life?
Journalism has played a great role in Jackson’s journey. He’s made
a career by watching, listening and paying attention to the people
around him. Being a professional storyteller has uncovered endless
opportunities for his curiosity. Through these moments, Jackson
learned that everyone has an incredible story to tell. His main job has
been to pay attention and to connect the dots. But even more than
that, he’s going to tell us about the two days, ten years apart, that
changed his life—two days that set him on his path of discovery.
Jackson spent over three decades exploring
the human condition while covering news,
sports and features for The Times-Picayune
in New Orleans. In 1997, he was part of a
team that won a Pulitzer Prize for Public
Service for a series of stories that took
a comprehensive look at the impending
collapse of the world’s fisheries. Through
the years, he has covered the physical
destruction and emotional trauma of natural disasters, most notably,
Hurricane Katrina. For their coverage of Hurricane Katrina, TheTimesPicayune staff won the 2006 Pulitzer Prize for public Service.

BANQUET SPONSORED BY THE
MISSISSIPPI PRESS ASSOCIATION

8 am: Breakfast

WHY IT’S SO HARD TO CHANGE SOMEONE’S MIND

David McRaney, author, “Your Are Not So Smart” and
“You Are Now Less Dumb”
8:30 am, Thad Cochran Center Grand Ballroom
You’re probably already aware that it’s hard to change someone’s
mind with logical arguments and evidence, especially about emotionally charged topics. But are there exceptions? Bestselling author
David McRaney describes his experiences with people who have
done an about-face on some important topics, like 9/11 conspiracy
theories. He will talk about technique for changing someone’s mind
with evidence, how individual mind-change mirrors scientific progress and what happens when you confront
fanatics with facts that contradict their narrative.
McRaney was the executive editor for the
Student Printz in 2007 and has been a photographer, voiceover artist, television host, public
speaker, a podcaster and tornado survivor. He
worked for several years as the head of digital
media for WDAM-TV where he also produced
a TV show about the music of the Deep South.
Along with two books, he’s written for Heineken,
Duck Tape and a few others, McRaney recently appeared in a Reebok
ad he also helped write.

7 SKILLS TO LAND A JOB IN JOURNALISM

Cathy Straight, Executive Editor of national news for CNN
Digital
9:15 am, Thad Cochran Center Grand Ballroom
Straight will tell you about the seven core journalism skills that can
help you stand out and get hired. She oversees the digital coverage of the top U.S. national news stories of the day while leading a
24-7 team of news writers and editors who cover breaking national
news, national trends and entertainment for a global audience. She
partners with CNN television news-gathering units to set national coverage priorities, and she oversees
CNN’s award-winning 5 Things newsletter.
Straight has been Senior Assignment
Editor for the national news team at USA
Today, Managing Editor at the St. Paul
Pioneer Press and Assistant Managing
Editor at The Tennessean. In 2005 she
was part of a Knight Ridder team of journalists dispatched to the Mississippi Gulf
Coast for local and national coverage of
Hurricane Katrina for the Biloxi Sun Herald
newspaper, whose coverage won the 2006 Pulitzer Prize for Public
Service. Straight, a native of Mississippi, holds a bachelor’s degree in
journalism from the University of Southern Mississippi.

10:15 am: Onsite awards and conclusion
11:00 am: Adjourn to the Krewe of Caerus Mardi
Gras Parade

“Give voice to the voiceless, power to the
powerless, and help to the helpless.”

